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PEROXIDE OF HYDROGEN. 

This preparation, as standarized by Marchand, is well 
known to the profession the world over; and it is with 
great regret that we note its efficacy has been, not only 
criticised in its use in diphtheria, but also that the author 
of the paper, Dr. A. Jacobi (“ Archives of Pediatrics,” 
January, 1893), has seen fit to ruthlessly condemn it, on 
theground of being a patent remedy. There are grounds 
to be thankful for that Marchand's preparation has been 
a patented one, for only by protecting the purity of the 
solution of Peroxide of Hydrogen, and his persistent 
efforts, “business” or no business, has made for it a just 
claim, as being a standard solution. 

As to the claim of harmlessness, Dr. Jacobi should 
have been more logical. The fault in the cases mentioned 
by Dr. Jacobi, all are due, not so much to the preparation, 
but rather its unscientific use by the various physicians 
who used it. The word “ harmless ” is never to be inter¬ 
preted in medicine as literal: it is always to be under¬ 
stood in a comparative sense. Many ordinarily harmless, 
so-called, remedies may be, by improper, inexperienced 
use, prove far otherwise. 

The use of Peroxide of Hydrogen, as far as our 
personal experience of it permits us to judge, may be 
safely emphasized as harmless. 

It has its place in medicine and surgery, and we trust 
a permanent one; and while the doctor’s warning may 
be timely—to be careful in all things—it nevertheless 
does not prove that Marchand's preparation should be 
set aside because it is a proprietary remedy, that may do 
harm when used improperly. 

SECTION OF NEUROLOGY AND MEDICAL JURIS¬ 
PRUDENCE OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

This section, under the able leadership of Dr. C. K. 
Mills, promises to be a very important part of the Asso- 
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ciation this year. There will be an unusual interest 
taken in the work on the part of the officers and various 
members. 

It is very earnestly requested that a more general 
interest, however, be taken in the work of the section by 
all neurologists and alienists. And all are called upon 
to present, this year, some written contribution. 

The Association meets during the first week in June, 
at Milwaukee. 

A preliminary programme will be published during 
March. It is necessary, therefore, to send in the titles 
of contemplated papers very soon. 



